
 

Mission: 
Connect Transit provides safe, reliable transportation and access to opportunity to strengthen and 

enrich individual lives, our community, the economy, and the environment. 

AGENDA 
 

Connect Transit Board of Trustees, Regular Session 
January 23, 2024 – 4:30 p.m. 

Connect Transit Board Room, 351 Wylie Drive, Normal, IL 61761 
YouTube Link: https://youtube.com/live/CFica7k-pGY?feature=share 

 
 
  

A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call 

a. Attendance by Other Means/Virtual – Roll Call Vote  
C. Pledge of Allegiance 
D. Public Comments 
E. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Regular Session Minutes for November 28, 2023 
b. Approval of Financial Information for November 2023 
c. Approval of Financial Information for December 2023 
d. Monthly Statistical Reports for November 2023 
e. Monthly Statistical Reports for December 2023 
f. Cardinal Infrastructure Federal Report 
g. Cornerstone – Illinois Weekly Update 

F. New Business 
a. Messaging Consultant Update – Informational  
b. Vice Chair Hile Travel Reimbursement for APTA Conference – Roll Call Vote 
c. Clarification of By-Laws Pertaining to Executive Session Attendance by Other Means – 

Roll Call Vote 
G. Chairman’s Report  
H. General Manager’s Report 
I. Trustee Comments 
J. Executive Session 
K. Adjournment  

Connect Transit will livestream the Board of Trustees meetings when a YouTube 
link is provided on the agenda. Anyone who attends the meeting or addresses a 
public meeting during Public Comment time will be heard and may be seen on 
the livestream. Any audio and video captured will be in the recording.  
 
If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, please do not attend the meeting.  
 

https://youtube.com/live/CFica7k-pGY?feature=share
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Monthly Federal Update for Connect Transit 
Prepared by Cardinal Infrastructure 
Prepared January 16, 2024 
 
Congressional Update 
Congress must act by January 19th to fund the Department of Transportation along with other agencies 
included in a separate group of agencies whose funding is set to expire on February 2nd. 

The new funding patch would keep federal agencies running on two different timeframes. Funding for 
some federal agencies would expire March 1, while funding for others would run through March 8. 
 
Speaker of the House Mike Johnson faces a possible revolt from the more conservative members of the 
House Freedom Caucus who oppose the spending levels agreed upon with Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer.  The agreed upon levels mirror those that former Speaker Kevin McCarthy negotiated with 
Senate Democrats and the White House back in May of 2023.  
 
Johnson, however, has reiterated his support for the agreement and plans to move the short-term CR to 
the floor where he will likely need Democratic votes for passage. 
 
Senate and House Appropriators are still working to iron out agreements on funding levels for the 
individual spending bills and all agree this will take time well beyond the January 19th deadline.  
Regardless, the Federal Transit Administration has funding guaranteed under the IIJA to keep operations 
running even if Congress fails to act on the extension.  The expectation is that Congress will pass an 
omnibus funding bill including congressional designated projects prior to the March deadlines. 
 
FTA Procurement Tool 
FTA’s new Procurement Cost and Price Analysis - Regulations and Best Practices e-learning course is 
now available! The course provides recipients with an understanding of the fundamentals and best 
practices for procurement cost and price analysis. The lessons from this e-learning course can be helpful 
for FTA recipients in mitigating procurement findings during State Management and Triennial Reviews. 
 
Tax Credits for Local Governments 
IRS announced the launch of the IRS Energy Credits Online pre-filing registration tool for taxpayers who 
intend to receive a direct payment or transfer a clean energy credit. Established by the Inflation Reduction 
Act (IRA), Elective Pay (or “direct pay”) and Transferability are credit monetization mechanisms to help 
states, local governments, non-profits, and other eligible entities access clean energy tax credits.  Entities 
will use IRS Energy Credits Online to complete a required pre-filing registration process and receive a 
registration number. The registration number must be included on the taxpayer’s annual return when 
making an elective payment or transfer election for a clean energy credit. An IRS Energy Credits Online 
user guide can be found here and video tutorial here. 
 
Perspective on Build More Housing Near Transit Act  
Bloomberg: CityLab Perspective  
Want More Transit (and Federal Funding)? Build Housing That Supports It 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=WyTNxPBElUOhqjhI0lj3iyTwKZwZNuhFm5rQ6GKmNmRUMUtOVUg3Slc5WlNNSFBBVVQ0MkVLS0FOMC4u
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/register-for-elective-payment-or-transfer-of-credits
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5884.pdf
https://www.irsvideos.gov/Governments/Resources/TheIRAandCHIPSActPreFilingRegistrationToolOverview
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-01-03/us-needs-more-housing-to-support-public-transit-recovery?cmpid=BBD010324_CITYLAB&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_term=240103&utm_campaign=citylabdaily
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Too many new rail lines are opening in areas that don’t have the density to support them. A new federal 
bill aims to change that.  
 
Template for Benefit-Cost Analysis  
DOT launched their benefit cost analysis template and general guidance (not new, just in a centralized 
location) to help grantees prepare their applications.  
 
A list of Data and Mapping Tools that can be used for a strong discretionary grant application, including 
tools related to equity; safety; climate, sustainability, and air quality; and transportation analysis 
 
Department of Labor Grant for Youth Apprenticeships 
The U.S. Department of Labor released a new funding opportunity for YouthBuild. This funding 
opportunity is aligned to infrastructure workforce needs with a required focus on training young people in 
construction. This year, the funding opportunity has added a priority around Investing in America 
projects. Applicants who identify a project in their area that is funded through Investing in America and 
identify a partner that they can work with to prepare people for this project can receive extra funding. 
This means transportation agencies can help community partners in their area be more competitive by 
partnering with them and that workforce organizations and unions applying should seek to partner with a 
transportation agency. Note that unions are eligible to apply. This is a great opportunity for apprenticeship 
readiness programs to expand their training to disadvantaged youth and get funding for the supportive 
services necessary to be successful.  
 
RAISE Grant 
The U.S. Department of Transportation has published a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for $1.5 
billion in grant funding through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity 
(RAISE) discretionary grant program for 2024. The popular program helps communities around the 
country carry out projects with significant local or regional impact. 
 
Transit Vehicle Insurance  
Transit agencies are finding it increasingly difficult to find, purchase, and maintain adequate and 
affordable insurance coverage for public transit vehicles. The number of smaller insurance providers is 
decreasing due to the volatile nature and demands of the insurance industry and insurance coverage 
requirements in general. 
 
NCHRP Research Report 1079: Shared-Risk Insurance Pools for Transit Agencies: A Guide, from TRB's 
National Cooperative Highway Research Program, explains how insurance pools function, how to 
evaluate the feasibility of a shared-risk insurance pool, and how to establish and manage this type of pool. 
 
Supplemental to report is a presentation and NCHRP Web-Only Document 374: Developing a Guide to 
Shared-Risk Insurance Pools for Transit Agencies: Conduct of Research Report. 

https://www.transportation.gov/mission/office-secretary/office-policy/transportation-policy/benefit-cost-analysis-spreadsheet-template
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dot-navigator/what-is-a-benefit-cost-analysis
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnRyYW5zcG9ydGF0aW9uLmdvdi9ncmFudHMvZG90LW5hdmlnYXRvci9kYXRhLWFuZC1tYXBwaW5nLXRvb2xzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTIyMS44NzQ2NTg1MSJ9.dm-pfaj6zslibb3QVRX6VH4C7GkrObyCJLYeKCjrNpM/s/2570268441/br/233582186476-l
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ETA/grants/YouthBuild%20FOA-ETA-24-36.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants
https://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_1079Presentation.pptx
https://www.trb.org/main/blurbs/183125.aspx
https://www.trb.org/main/blurbs/183125.aspx
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DOT Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Program 
The Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Program awarded $622.57 million in grant funding to 47 
applicants to strategically deploy publicly accessible electric vehicle charging and alternative fueling 
infrastructure in the places people live and work – urban and rural areas alike – in addition to a long 
designated Alternative Fuel Corridors (AFCs). The 47 awards are located across 22 States and Puerto 
Rico, and include 2 Tribes. 
 
MPO Emissions Rule 
The Federal Highway Administration recently issued a finalized performance measurement rule to 
provide state departments of transportation and Metropolitan Planning Organizations with a “national 
framework” for tracking transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions GHGs, along with the 
requirement to set their own targets for GHG reduction. 
 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cfi/grant_recipients/?_gl=1*6h78e7*_ga*MTA4Mjk5MzI0My4xNjgyOTU1ODA5*_ga_VW1SFWJKBB*MTcwNTA4NDMxMy4xMzkuMS4xNzA1MDg0NTU2LjAuMC4w
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/ghg_measure/
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TO:  Connect Transit Board of Directors 

FROM:  Cornerstone Government Affairs – Illinois Team 

SUBJECT:  Legislative Update  

DATE: January 23rd, 2024 
 

 

Summary 

 

Our team coordinated for Connect to meet with State Senator Dave Koehler and State Representative 

Sharon Chung to discuss recent updates and priorities moving into the coming year. Following this 

meeting, we drafted a letter regarding Connect’s proposal to establish a regional maintenance center for 

rural transit providers, in partnership with Heartland Community College. We worked with Connect’s 

local legislators to gather their support for this project and sent the support letters from the members to 

IDOT Secretary Osman for consideration.  

Additionally, our team continued to follow up weekly with House leadership and staff regarding the 

release of Connect’s appropriation. We also spoke with Rep. Chung this week about the appropriation 

and she is going to also speak with House leadership on our behalf. With the start of the spring session 

on January 16th, we will continue to monitor for new bills or other activity which may impact Connect.   

Bill Tracking 

 

Below are the bills that have been filed or re-assigned for consideration during the Spring 2024 session 

so far that we believe are of the most interest of you.  

 

SB 1480 

 

Short Description:  STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTEREST 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. Ann Gillespie 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the Illinois Governmental Ethics Act. Provides that all questions must be answered on the 

statement of economic interest. Provides that the Secretary of State shall neither accept a statement of 

economic interest for filing nor issue a receipt indicating that the statement has been filed unless the 

statement is verified, dated, and signed by the person making the statement and all questions on the 

statement are answered. Provides that the county clerk shall neither accept a statement of economic 

interest for filing nor issue a receipt indicating that a statement has been filed unless the statement is 

verified, dated, and signed by the person making the statement and all questions on the statement are 
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answered. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/10/2024 Senate Re-assigned to Executive 

 

SB 1556 

 

Short Description:  EPA-CLEAN TRANSPORT STANDARD 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. David Koehler 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the Environmental Protection Act. Provides that, to the extent allowed by federal law, the 

Environmental Protection Agency shall propose, within 12 months after the amendatory Act's effective 

date, and the Pollution Control Board shall adopt, within 12 months after receipt of the Agency's 

proposal, rules establishing a clean transportation standard to reduce carbon intensity from the on-road 

transportation sector by 20% by 2038, with further reductions to be implemented at the discretion of the 

Agency based upon advances in technology. Contains requirements for the Board rules and for the clean 

transportation standard. Exempts aviation fuels from the clean transportation standard. Provides that 

producers of sustainable aviation fuel shall be eligible to generate monetary credits on an opt-in basis 

that may be applied to future obligations or traded to providers not meeting the clean transportation 

standard. Requires the Agency to submit a report to the General Assembly detailing the implementation 

of the clean transportation standard, the reductions in greenhouse gas emissions that have been achieved 

through the clean transportation standard, and targets for future reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 

from the transportation sector. Contains other provisions. Effective immediately. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/10/2024 Senate Re-assigned to Energy and Public Utilities 

 

SB 2691 

 

Short Description:  EMPLOYEE SICK LEAVE-NOTICE 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. Laura Fine 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the Employee Sick Leave Act. Provides that an employer may limit the use of personal sick 

leave benefits provided by the employer for absences due to an illness, injury, medical appointment, or 

personal care of the employee's covered family member to an amount not less than the personal sick 
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leave that would be earned or accrued during 9 months (rather than 6 months) at the employee's then 

current rate of entitlement. Provides that, for employers who base personal sick leave benefits on an 

employee's years of service instead of annual or monthly accrual, such employer may limit the amount 

of sick leave to be used under this Act to three-fourths of the employee's maximum annual grant (rather 

than half of the employee's maximum annual grant). Provides that an employer may not require an 

employee to provide advance notice of his or her use of personal sick leave benefits. Makes a 

corresponding change. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/10/2024 Senate Referred to Assignments 

 

SB 2793 

 

Short Description:  PAID LEAVE FOR ALL-EMPLOYEE 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. Michael W. Halpin 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the Paid Leave for All Workers Act. Provides that the definition of "employee" does not 

include a worker who is not provided with a regular work schedule by an employer and is directly 

contracted with the employer to work on an as-needed basis for the express purpose of covering the 

shifts of full-time employees who are taking leave for vacations, illness, or for any other unforeseen 

reason. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/17/2024 Senate Referred to Assignments 

 

 

General Legislative Updates 

103rd ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

The Illinois General Assembly will begin the 2024 Spring Legislative Session on Tuesday, January 16. 

Both chambers are scheduled to be in session for three days next week. Key deadlines are quickly 

approaching. Note Friday, January 19 is the deadline to request legislation be drafted for consideration 

during the Spring Session. Friday, February 9 is the deadline to file legislation. 

The Senate Assignments Committee assigned 129 Senate Bills to committees this week. All of the bills 

were originally filed during the 2023 legislative session. Below are highlights of key bills that were 

assigned: 
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• SB 85 (Murphy) which creates the State Beverage Container Recycling Refunds Act was 

reassigned to the Senate Executive Committee.  

• SB 193 (Peters) which creates the Illinois Rust Belt to Green Belt Pilot Program Act was 

reassigned to the Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee. 

• SB 280 (Fowler) which creates the Department of Lottery and Gaming Act to consolidate the 

functions of the Department of the Lottery, the Illinois Racing Board, and the Illinois Gaming 

Board was reassigned to the Senate Executive Committee.  

• SB 1408 (Murphy) which provides that drugs prescribed to residents of the certain long term 

care facilities are not subject to prior approval as a result of the 4-prescription limit was 

reassigned to the Senate Appropriations Health and Human Services Committee. 

• SB 1413 (Rezin) which creates the Sale of Pharmaceuticals on Social Media Act was assigned to 

the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

• SB 1549 (Rezin) creates the Wind Turbine Stewardship and Takeback Program Act was 

reassigned to the Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee. 

• SB 1578 (Johnson) which provides that owners and operators of CCR surface impoundments at 

electric generating plants that are within 4,000 feet of Lake Michigan must close the CCR 

surface impoundment by removal and off-site disposal as specified in the legislation was 

reassigned to the Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee.  

• SB 1656 (Castro) which creates the Internet Gaming Act was reassigned to the Senate Executive 

Committee. 

• SB 1823 (Villanueva) which addresses Environmental Justice communities was reassigned to the 

Senate State Government Committee.  

• SB 1908 (Villanueva) which creates the Warehouse Worker Protection Act was reassigned to the 

Senate Executive Committee.  

• SB 2421 (Fine) which creates the Carbon Dioxide Transport and Storage Protections Act was 

reassigned to the Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee is the only Senate Committee scheduled to meet next week. The House 

Rules Committee has yet to assign bills to committees for hearings.  

Representative Jonathan Carroll resigned this week. Carroll was not seeking re-election. Tracy Katz 

Muhl, who was the sole Democrat seeking the nomination to the 57th House District in the March 

primary, was selected as his replacement.  

The behavioral health workforce shortage will be the topic of two upcoming hearings. On January 25 – 

and then again on February 23 – the House Mental Health and Addiction Committee will meet in 

tandem with the Senate Behavioral Mental Health Committee to address the subject. Both hearings will 

begin at 10 a.m. in the Bilandic Building in Chicago.  

 

Local Republicans selected Brandun Schweizer to replace Representative Mike Marron in the 104th 

House District. Schwizer was already running as the sole Republican in the March primary. 

https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=85&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=143353&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=193&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=143663&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=280&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=143967&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1408&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=145851&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1413&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=145867&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1549&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=146296&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1578&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=146333&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1656&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=146433&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1823&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=146652&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1908&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=146758&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2421&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=147320&SessionID=112&GA=103
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The Illinois State Board of Elections ruled this week that Republican Representative Adam Niemerg is 

ineligible to remain on the March 19 primary election ballot because he failed to properly notarize his 

statement of candidacy. Niemerg can appeal the ruling in court or run as a write in candidate. He is the 

only candidate running for the seat in the 102nd House District.  

 

State Senator Sue Rezin was named one of the co-chairs of the National Conference of State 

Legislatures’ Natural Resources, Energy, and Environment Standing Committee. This committee seeks 

to protect states’ interests in federal decisions on everything from agriculture to wastewater – including 

biotechnology, electric grid and transmission, fossil fuels, and nuclear and renewable energy. The 

committee provides legislators and legislative staff with an opportunity to share and learn from the 

experiences of other states. 

2024 Key Dates and Session Deadlines: 

January 19:  House and Senate LRB Request Deadline 

January 19 - February 9:  LRB Blackout Period – No Requests Will Be Accepted 

February 9:  Senate and House Bill Filing Deadline and LRB Amendment Requests Begin 

February 21:  Governor’s Budget and State of the State Address 

March 15:  Senate Committee Deadline for Senate Bills 

March 19:  Primary Election 

April 5:  House Committee Deadline for House Bills 

April 12:  Senate Third Reading Deadline  

April 19:  House Third Reading Deadline 

May 3:  Committee Deadline for Bills in the Opposite Chamber 

May 17:  House and Senate Third Reading Deadline for Bills in the Opposite Chamber 

May 24:  Adjournment 

May 25 – 31:  Contingent Session Days 

GOVERNOR’S HIGHLIGHTS: 

Governor Pritzker Celebrates Economic Milestones: The Governor joined the Department of 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity to celebrate the economic milestones reached during the Pritzker 

Administration. Read more here.  

Grant Funding Awarded for Recreational Purposes: More than $28 million in state grant funding has 

been awarded to local governments throughout Illinois for the construction, renovation, and 

improvement of buildings or land purchases for public recreational opportunities, Governor JB Pritzker 

announced today. 

The funding comes from the Park and Recreational Facility Construction Act, or PARC, grant program, 

which is part of Governor Pritzker’s bipartisan Rebuild Illinois capital improvement program. The 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) administers the program. A full list of recipients is 

here.  

https://gov.illinois.gov/news/press-release.29490.html
https://dnr.illinois.gov/grants/parc-grant.html
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/29492-$28_million_awarded_for_local_park_and_recreational_facility_projects.pdf


 

 
 

 

  

   6 

 

Cannabis Sales: The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation released key data for 

adult use cannabis sales for calendar year 2023. According to IDFPR, adult use cannabis sales set a new 

annual record in 2023, exceeding $1.6 billion. Records were also set in sales to in-state residents and the 

number of items sold, with that total increasing more than 15% compared to 2022. Sales taxes collected 

at Illinois adult use cannabis dispensaries totaled $417.6 million in 2023, per the Illinois Department of 

Revenue. Read more here. 

Southern Illinois Healthcare Cancer Institute Awarded $10 Million Grant: Southern Illinois 

Healthcare (SIH) Cancer Institute will receive a $10 million grant for its recent expansion of the SIH 

Cancer Institute in Carterville. The grant is made possible through the bipartisan Rebuild Illinois plan to 

improve infrastructure statewide. The funding will help upgrade facility furniture, medical equipment, 

and the buildout of the Cancer Institute in Carterville. The Carterville plan, completed in December of 

2022, included an approximate 20,000 square foot expansion and the modernization of both clinical and 

non-clinical areas. 

Two additional state grants of $150,000 each will help expand the SIH Cancer Institute Café, covering 

such costs as the design, oversight, and implementation of kitchen renovations. 

Back to Business Local Chambers Program: The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity announced $5 million is available in grant funding through the Back to Business (B2B) 

Local Chambers program. Following state recovery programming for businesses totaling $1.5 billion, 

the latest American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)-funded opportunity provides additional support for local 

chambers of commerce that experienced negative economic impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Read more here.  

Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change Grant Program: Local governments, 

community-based nonprofit organizations, and higher ed institutions are being encouraged by the Illinois 

Environmental Protection Agency to address climate challenges and reduce pollution through a just-

announced federal funding opportunity. The Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change 

Grant Program (Community Change Grants) -- created by the Inflation Reduction Act and administered 

by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) -- offers $2 billion in grants in two tracks of 

funding.  

Track I, Community-Driven Investments for Change, is expected to award approximately $1.96 billion 

for 150 projects for $10 million-$20 million each. Under Track II, called Meaningful Engagement for 

Equitable Governance, some $40 million will be available for 20 projects costing $1 million-$3 million 

each. Read more here.  

Electric Charging Station Grant: Illinois will receive $14.9 million in competitive federal grant 

funding from the US Department of Transportation’s FY22-FY23 Charging and Fueling Infrastructure 

Discretionary Grant Program. The Illinois Finance Authority, in its role as the Illinois Climate Bank, 

was chosen to receive the funding to help expand electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure in the 

state. 

https://gov.illinois.gov/news/press-release.29494.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/smallbizassistance/b2b-chambers.html
https://gov.illinois.gov/news/press-release.29496.html
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/inflation-reduction-act-community-change-grants-program
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/29497-IEPA_Federal_Environmental_and_Climate_Justice_Community_Change_Grant_Program.pdf
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Of the total $18.7M project investment: 43% will be allocated for disadvantaged community projects 

while 63% will go to dense urban communities with a high percentage of multi-family housing, as well 

as rural communities and small towns. Read more here.  

Gubernatorial Appointments: Governor Pritzker appointed the following:  

• Dion Redfield will continue to serve as a Member of the Firearm Owner’s Identification Card 

Review Board. 

• Lance Kovacs will serve as a Member of the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory 

Committee. 

• Laura Minzer will serve as a Member of the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory 

Committee. 

• Patrick Besler will serve as a Member of the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory 

Committee. 

• Steven Powell will continue to serve as a Member of the Illinois Liquor Control Commission. 

• Brian Sullivan will continue to serve as a Member of the Illinois Liquor Control Commission.  

 

OTHER NEWS:  

Assault Weapons Ban: The US Supreme Court denied Republican State Representative Dan Caulkin’s 

request to review the Illinois Supreme Court ruling in his case surrounding the validity of Illinois’ 

recently enacted assault weapons ban. The Illinois Supreme Court ruled previously that the gun ban does 

not violate the state constitution’s equal protection clause by creating exemptions for certain trained 

professionals (such as retired police officers, and for people who owned the now-banned firearms). Read 

more here.  

COGFA Report: The Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability issued its December 

report. Concerning revenues, the Commission reports that “Illinois’ General Funds receipts rose $383 

million in December as compared to the same month the prior year. While the performances of the 

individual revenue lines were mixed, growth in personal income tax receipts, with the help of revenue 

redistributions and a one-time transfer, has capped off an overall positive first half of revenues for FY 

2024.” Read the full report here.  

Chicago Migrant Update: A new State-supported shelter began serving migrants in Chicago on 

Wednesday. Located in a former CVS in the Little Village neighborhood, the shelter is part of the city's 

existing asylum seeker shelter system and will house approximately 220 people as they transition to 

independent living. 

 

https://gov.illinois.gov/news/press-release.29498.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-illinois-gun-ban-challenge-supreme-court-20240108-zg6pifoznrffta5trex2tbdbki-story.html
https://cgfa.ilga.gov/Upload/1223%20Monthly.pdf


 

MEMO 
 
DATE:  January 23, 2024 
 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:  Aubrey Staton, Marketing Manager 
 
CC:  David Braun, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Messaging Consultant Presentation - Informational 
 
In September 2022, Connect Transit contracted with a strategic messaging consultant, Dovetail, 
and their subconsultant, Creative Entourage. Since engaging Dovetail and Creative Entourage, 
several presentations have been made to the Board detailing the research that has been conducted 
to provide sound backing to the information being shared today. 
 
Dovetail will present their strategic messaging approach and several creative concepts for a 
campaign at the January 23, 2024, Board meeting. 



 

MEMO 
 

DATE: January 23, 2024 

TO:  Board of Trustees 

FROM: Patrick Kuebrich, Finance Director 

CC:  David Braun, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Travel Expenses for Vice Chair Hile 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Reimburse Vice Chair Julie Hile the $1,431.76 for out-of-pocket travel expenses she incurred during 
the October 2023 APTA Conference and Expo.  
 
Discussion: 
As Vice Chair of the Connect Transit Board of Trustees Ms. Hile represented Connect Transit at the 
APTA Conference and Expo in Orlando, FL October 7-9, 2023. Ms. Hile incurred out of pocket travel-
related expenses that may be reimbursed by Connect Transit.  
 

5/11/23 Southwest Airlines $623.96/2) $311.98 
10/7/23 Uber $11.81 
10/7/23 Uber $9.91 
10/8/23 Uber $7.91 
10/8/23 Uber $7.91 
10/9/23 Hilton Hotel $751.82 
11/10/23 Parking Chicago Midway ($75/2) $37.50 
10/9/23 Lunch $19.41 
10/11/23 Enterprise Rental Car ($547.02/2) $273.51 

   
   
 Total $1,431.76 

 
 

Financial Impact: 
The total reimbursement is $1,431.76 and has been budgeted for in the FY24 travel expenses.  



 

MEMO 
 
DATE:  January 23, 2024 
 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:  David Braun, General Manager    
 
Subject: Clarification of By-Laws Pertaining to Executive Session Attendance by Other Means  

 
 
Recommendation:   
Clarify by-laws to prohibit attending an Executive Session by other means (video, telephone, etc.). 
Further recommend that Executive Sessions be held in the Administrative Conference Room or 
another pre-designated on-site room, physically removed from the regular meeting location.  Those 
in attendance at the regular meeting may remain in the regular meeting room during the Executive 
Session. 
 
Background: 
As discussed during the October 24, 2023 Board of Trustees meeting, Connect Transit 
Administration has two sets of signed and notarized by-laws dated May 2015 and September 2015. 
The May 2015 by-laws indicate that Trustees cannot attend a closed meeting by other means. In 
our meeting RSVP request to Trustees, we also included a phrase stating that ‘Other means’ is by 
video or audio conference. A Trustee(s) may not attend a closed meeting by other means…. 
 
Another set of by-laws dated September 2015 did not have this language included.  
 
Each of the by-laws indicate that it was “approved unanimously by the Trustees at a meeting held 
on the 26th Day of May 2015 and are still in full force and effect.”   
 
Given the difference between by-laws, a concern that was raised, and the inconsistent information 
provided to the Board, Administration makes the recommendations shown above.   
 
For reference, the Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA) offers the following: 
 

“Except as otherwise provided in this Act, a quorum of members of a public body… must 
be physically present at the location of a closed meeting. Other members who are not 
physically present at a closed meeting of such a public body may participate in the meeting 
by means of a video or audio conference…”  

 
 



Clarification of by-laws 
November 26, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

Discussion: 
The OMA defines a “meeting” as “any gathering, whether in person or by video or audio conference, 
telephone call, electronic means (such as, without limitation, electronic mail, electronic chat, and 
instant messaging), or other means of contemporaneous interactive communication, of a majority of 
a quorum of the members of a public body held for the purpose of discussing public business…”  
 
A closed meeting is allowed for specific purposes, including: 
 

• Employment Matters   
• Real Estate Matters   
• Sale or Purchase of Securities   
• Security Matters   
• Litigation or Claims  
• Informants 

• Professional Ethics   
• Peer Review   
• Auditing Matters   
• Closed Meeting Minutes 
• A few others that don’t pertain to the 

business of this Board. 
 
Closed meetings are allowed because these are sensitive topics that impact the privacy and security 
of people or the agency. The question of whether to allow attendance by other means directly 
concerns whether the location of the “other means” is private and secure, and not open to others 
listening in and hearing the sensitive business of the Board.  
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